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Reprint of the 1950 classic, this true hotrodders’ guidebook 
provides effective methods for tuning all types of stock en-
gines from the conservative road car to full-race capability. 
Includes general engine performance, stock-engine charac-
teristics, and basic planning for modifications. Shows classic 
speed equipment manufactured by Ardun, Champion, Ed-
munds, Frenzel, Iskenderian, JE Pistions, Kong, Nicson, Nordec, 
Riley, Spalding, Stephens-Frenzel, Tattersfield, Tattersfield-
Baron, Vertex, Wayne, Weiand and Zoller. Reprinted from the 
original 1950 edition.
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Side view of the 
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Sectional drawing of the Ardun 
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Note the ample porting.

Wayne head 
and manifolds for the 
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A hot Ford V8 road 
engine, with “super” manifold, 

dual ignition, racing exhaust 
headers, etc.
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Spalding dual ignition 
for Chevrolet.

Cutaway of a typical 
Chevrolet overhead-valve 

engine.

Tattersfield-Baron quad mani-
fold on a full-race Merc block; this 

engine has 295 cu. in. and develops 228
 hp at 4200 rpm on alcohol.
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Cutaways 
showing the con-

struction of typical J.E. 
racing pistons for stock 

engines.

Roger Huntington was known as the dean of automotive technical writers in the early era of hot rods and rac-
ing performance. Although wheelchair-bound due to a swimming accident at age 15, this didn’t stop Roger in 
his quest for automotive knowledge. You just never knew when or where you would see Roger–at drag races, at 
press introductions at GM, Ford, or Chrysler, out “test-driving” as he rode along and got impressions of how a 
new car handled and performed. Then he would write about what he learned and what he felt about the car. His 
byline appeared in almost every automotive magazine in the 1950s and 1960s including Auto Car, Motor Trend, 
Car Life, Road & Track, Car & Driver, and Hot Rod Magazine to name a few. He wrote a regular column for Speed 
& Custom Dealer for more than 15 years.
Roger Huntington’s name was synonymous with then-current knowledge about high performance.
You will enjoy reliving history as you turn the pages of this automotive performance classic.
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